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In an April 27 press release, the Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS) high
command rejected as "totally false" recent reports in the US media regarding plans for EPS chief
Gen. Humberto Ortega to resign his post. According an article recently published in Miami by the
Spanish-language daily El Nuevo Herald, the administration of President Violeta Chamorro worked
out a deal with Clinton administration officials under which Ortega would retire in November
1995, one year before Chamorro's term in office expires. The article cited sources at the Nicaraguan
embassy in Washington. According to the article, Ortega and the EPS high command had agreed to
the terms of the plan. Media reports in Washington and Managua had previously indicated that the
April 2 decision by the White House to release US$50 million in US aid to Nicaragua was made in
exchange for a commitment by the Chamorro administration that Ortega would be forced to resign
(see CAU 04/09/93). Disbursement of the aid was delayed for nearly one year at the request of Sen.
Jesse Helms (R-NC), who had demanded Ortega's dismissal as a condition for release of the funds.
In its press release, the EPS denied that any deal over Ortega's resignation as army chief had been
made. "It is totally false that any such agreement has been reached with Washington regarding
issues which can only be resolved by the military institution and the Nicaraguan people," read the
communique. The document reiterated that the terms for all posts in the EPS will be clearly defined
in a new military structure law, expected to be passed by the legislature later this year. (Sources:
Agence France- Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/27/93)
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